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To our Guests: Welcome! 
 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
participating remotely in this worship service.   The Holy Spirit of God gathers 
us together as one.  May each of us be strengthened through his word and 
promise in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Current Worship Protocols at Messiah 

 
The worst of the Covid-19 pandemic seems to be behind us. Even so the virus 
lingers on. Some of us feel more threatened by it than others do. With this in 
mind, please note these protocols for our time together-- 
 

• We continue to encourage to sensible social distancing.  

• Masks are optional. Wear one or not as you prefer. 

• All pews are available for seating. Please be sensitive to the comfort 
levels of the people near you. 

• Singing is permitted. 

• At the sharing of the Peace feel free to greet each other with 
handshakes, though again with sensitivity to any who would prefer to 
wave or nod. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 
individual cups. The pastors and servers will make sure to sanitize their 
hands before distributing the sacrament. 

• In all that we do, let’s make it our aim to love each other as Christ has 
loved us all. 

 
  



3 

 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 4 8:30 & 10 am 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

Prelude “If You But Trust in God to Guide You,” Michael Costello 
 

Entrance 
 

Confession and Forgiveness Stand 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures 
 forever. 
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Merciful God, 
C we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our 

own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the 
best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often 
passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us 
from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 

P Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but 

delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 

C Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn “All Depends on Our Possessing,” #589 

 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual 
help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may 
glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C   Amen. 
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sit 

The Word of God 

First Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you 
obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you 
today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his 
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become 
numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering 
to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray 
to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall 
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter 
and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set 
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast 
to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the 
land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob. 

The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 1  
 

Sung in unison

 
 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. 
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due 
season, with leaves that | do not wither; 
  everything they | do shall prosper. 
4It is not so | with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
6For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. 
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Second Reading Philemon 1-21 

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our 
dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, 
and to the church in your house:  

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear 
of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the 
sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that 
we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from 
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my 
brother. 
 8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do 
your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do 
this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to 
you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my 
imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both 
to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I 
wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place 
during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without 
your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something 
forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that 
you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh 
and in the Lord. 
 17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome 
me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my 
account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing 
about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit 
from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, 
I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand  
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Gospel Acclamation -- All 

 
 

Cantor sings verse; all repeat Alleluia 
 
Let your face shine u | pon your servant, 
And teach | me your statutes.    (Psalm 119:135) 
 

Gospel Luke 14:25-33 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to 
them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 
27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For 
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the 
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid 
a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 
30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, 
going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him 
with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he 
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you 
can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Stand  
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Hymn of the Day “Will You Come and Follow Me.” #798 

 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and 
the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Merciful God. . .  
C . . . receive our prayer 
 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
Greet those around you with these or similar words 
 
sit 
 

Offertory 
 
Stand as offerings are brought forward 
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Offering    sung by All  

 

 
If the Lord so moves you, you can make an offering by text to 855-913-1744 or by visiting our online 

giving portal at tinyurl.com/giveMLC 

Stand 
 
A Let us pray.  Merciful Father,  

C You bring us from denial to faith, from silence to speech, from idleness 
to action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to your service, and with 
the Church through all the ages we give thanks for the saving love of 
God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

sit 
 

Communion 

 

Hymn  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus,” #802 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 
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Post Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now 
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 
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Sending Hymn “God’s Work, Our Hand,” 

 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Processional from Chapel Royal,” G.F. Handel” 
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Serving Today 

Presiding Minister – The Rev. Bruce Hathaway 
Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 

Assisting Ministers – Ron Coulter (8:30); Janice Snyder (10)  
Acolytes – Brandon Schneider (8:30); Hayden Wolf (10) 

Organist – Deacon Linda Kempke 
Deacons – Ray Durban (8:30); Michael Eckert (10) 
Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Ruth Mortensen 

 

In our Prayers 

• For the Church and her mission, giving witness to the in-breaking of the 
Kingdom of God 

• For rest for those who labor 

• In celebration of new life with the birth of Lucy Quinn Roeder to parents Joe 
and Rachel 

• In celebration of Pastor Steve Krebill joining Messiah's community as he 
begins serving as our Interim Pastor 

• For the ill:  Trudy Bell Andrew Boraggina, Rita Gadus, Marc Heidmann, John 
Huetter, Sam Gmetro, Sue Nerlinger, Lee Vysoky 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Sept. 4—ALBERT SCHWEITZER, d. 1965, the world-class organist and theologian 
whose later service as a missionary doctor in Africa inspired a generation of 
European and American Christians.   
 
Sept. 9—PETER CLAVER, d. 1654, a Jesuit missionary who ministered to slave 
ships arriving in the Columbian port of Cartagena.  
 

God’s Word for Next Week 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 32:7-14, Psalm 51:1-10; 1Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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News and Announcements 
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News and Announcements 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 

 
Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 

Pastor – The Rev. Seth Bridger 
Pastoral Assistant – Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 
Interim Music Director – Deacon Linda Kempke 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Building Manager – Jason Reynolds 
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf College Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
Communications Coordinator – Danielle Twigg 

Administrative Assistant & Pierstorf College Fund Business Manager – Lisa Daley 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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